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been going over these ideas in his own mind for the past few days ; but this was the first time he had expressed them to anybody. Words had come to him without difficulty. His ideas, as he gave them expression, had remained more or less in as good order as they were in his mind. There had been no following side-issues, none of those falsifications into which one suddenly slips because a sentence has to be finished and one's thoughts, carried away by a movement which jostles them together, cease to be clear.
He was the more pleased inasmuch as he had been watching himself in this respect. Since he had retired, a year ago, he had been continually thinking about the ageing of the mind, and the ankylosis of the machinery which the mind employs. He thought that his head often felt rather heavy. Above all, after he had reached well-knit and penetrating conclusions when he was by himself and at his best, he had the feeling, if a moment came unexpectedly when he wanted to communicate them to somebody else, to make them come out of himself, that the channels of his mind suffered from a kind of stoppage or clogging up.
It was true that his *c little group ** which met on Wednesday evenings had never seemed to notice anything of the kind. The master's decline, if it was not purely imaginary, was not yet perceptible to anybody but himself. But he studied himself with stern severity, and he was grieved by the insufficiency which he found within. Was he to attribute it to age, or to retirement? His profession, by compelling him to speak for several hours a day to a very wide-awake audience, had kept him in a state of training which had come to an end all at once. Perhaps his regimen of silence, begun suddenly and so belatedly, conduced to clogging of the mind.
In any event, for the moment Sampeyre, profoundly anxious though he was about the European situation, congratulated himself no less profoundly, but in a different region of his consciousness, that the greatest personal misfortune which he had to fear, the diminution of his power ,of thought, had suddenly ceased to seem imminent to